
On the Same Page
This is a  form for integrating assessment information from 
home and school and for developing and monitoring an  
integrated learning plan using the materials described above. 
The form provides space to enter the results of communica-
tion and concept development skills derived from administer-
ing the Communication Matrix and the Hands-On Learning or 
Problem Solving assessments at school and at home.  On the 
Same Page makes it easy for parents and teachers to compare 
how the child behaves in the two different environments and 
to discuss and generate logical new skills to target.  The form 
also includes space to evaluate the teaching environment  
using Design to Learn data to identify environmental  
supports for learning.

Putting It All Together

DESIGN TO LEARN PACKAGE DISCOUNT
With the exception of the posters, the Design to Learn Package includes all of the products described 
above that function as an integrated package to address the educational needs of children with severe 
and multiple disabilities.  Included in the package is a guide that explains the use of each component.
The package is offered at a discounted rate from the cost of the individual components.

The Design to Learn materials were developed to address the educational needs of young  
children with severe and multiple disabilities including deafblindness. 
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The Problem Solving Materials are very similar to 
the Hands-On Learning materials described above, 
but they target the unique and complex needs of 
children born with hearing and vision impairments 
as well as severe cognitive limitations. These materi-
als include two assessments instruments, a teacher’s 
guide and classroom posters.  The assessment 
instruments provide a very detailed breakdown of 
the most basic ways of interacting with the physical 
environment, including such items as approaching 
desired objects and transferring objects from one 
hand to another. Unlike the Hands-On Learning  
materials, these materials do not  include items 
related to social and representational uses of objects.

School Inventory of Problem Solving Skills 
(SIPSS)
This is a 20-page assessment of object interaction 
skills that includes 33 items in three strands: Basic 
Skills, Ways to Gain Access to Objects and Ways to 
Use Objects.  It is designed to be administered in the 
school or childcare setting. 

Home Inventory of Problem 
Solving Skills (HIPSS)
This instrument contains the 
same 33 items as the School 
version described above, but 
it cites examples appropriate 
for the home setting and is 
designed for use by  family members. 
This product is also available in Spanish.

Problem Solving for Children with Multiple  
Disabilities: Guide to Assessment and  
Teaching Strategies
This 31-page instructional guide for teachers   
describes the Problem Solving approach to concept 
development and the associated assessment  
materials.  It includes strategies for determining  
motivating instructional contexts and selecting  
materials to target concept development skills.

Problem Solving Posters
These colorful 11 X 17-inch posters contain the 33 
skills from the Problem Solving assessments (HIPSS 
and SIPSS, above). Next to each item is space to 
indicate which object interaction skills are being 
targeted for up to three different 
children. The nine 
posters represent 
nine typical class-
room activities 
(e.g. sensory time, 
structured play, etc). 

Communication Matrix 
The original Communication Matrix is a communi-
cation skills assessment instrument for individuals 
functioning at the earliest stages of communication 
who may use any form of communication, including 
pre-symbolic and augmentative or alternative forms.  
It covers four major reasons to communicate, 26  
specific communicative functions or intents and 7 
levels of communicative behavior.

Communication Matrix … Especially for Parents 
This is a “user-friendly” version of the Communication 
Matrix designed to be easier for family members to 
use. The resulting profile is the same as the one that 
accompanies the professional version. This product 
is also available in Spanish.

First Things First
This instructional guide provides practical strategies 
for encouraging early communication in children 
who have no or minimal intentional communication.  
First Things First describes instructional strategies 

for children who are not yet ready to use symbols 
to communicate. It includes forms for tracking and 
monitoring instruction.

Tangible Symbol Systems
These instructional materials 
include a 55-page illustrated 
manual and a 75-minute  
videotape/DVD. These  
materials show how to teach 
individuals to communicate 
using objects or pictures 
that represent items, people, 
and events in their daily lives. 

These products describe  
instructional strategies 

 appropriate for a broad range of      
                      learners of all ages who are unable 
to communicate using speech, manual sign language 
or other communication systems that involve abstract 
symbols. 

Materials Related to Communication Development

Materials Related to Concept Development
The Hands-On Learning materials include two  
assessments instruments, a teacher’s guide and 
classroom posters that address a wide range of  
object interaction skills including the use of objects 
in symbolic play and in social interactions. They 
focus on the child’s interaction with the physical 
environment  that may reflect concept and social 
skill development. They are applicable to nonverbal 
children with wide a range of severe disabilities.

Hands-on Learning at School
This is a 20-page assessment of object interaction 
skills that includes 39 items in four strands: Obtain-
ing Objects, Practical Uses of Objects, Representa-
tional Uses of Objects and Social Uses of Objects.  
It is designed to be administered in the school or 
childcare setting. 

Hands-on Learning at Home
This instrument contains the same 39 items as the 
School version described above, but it contains 
examples appropriate for the home setting and is 
designed for use by  family members. This product  
is also available in Spanish.

Teacher’s Guide to Hands-On Learning
This 44-page instructional guide for teachers   
describes the Hands-On Learning approach to con-
cept development and the associated assessment 
materials.  It includes strategies for determining  
motivating instructional contexts and selecting  
materials to target concept development skills.

Hands-On Learning Posters
These colorful 11 X 17-inch posters contain the 39 
skills from the Hands-On Learning assessments.  
Next to each item is space to indicate which object 
interaction skills are being targeted for up to three 
different children. The nine posters represent nine 
typical classroom activities (e.g. sensory time,  
structured play, etc). 

Alternate Concept Development Materials

Materials Related to the Learning Environment
Design to Learn Environmental Inventory  
and Teacher’s Guide
The Design to Learn environ-
mental inventory is used to 
track the opportunities to 
learn communication and 
object interaction skills that 
are provided in classroom 
activities for a specific student. 
The inventory is applicable to 
children with wide a range of 
severe disabilities.   

 Design to Learn DVD
This 2-DVD set is designed for teachers of children 
who have severe or multiple disabilities.  The DVD 
provides over 180 real life examples of learning  
opportunities described in the Design to Learn book      
                       and inventory.


