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GREETING/SOCIAL/AFFECTION Example:
greet the child or make her aware of your
presence to elicit a greeting or anticipatory
response;  withhold requested items to elicit
“please“.

6

LABEL/COMMENT (Symbolic Only) Example:
Comment on or ask questions about the
materials or activity to elicit comments or
labels from the child.

7

CONFIRM/NEGATE Example: Ask yes/no ques-
tions for the child to confirm or negate.8

ASK QUESTIONS Example: switch role with
child or vary familiar routine to elicit ques-
tions from her.

9

DIRECT ATTENTION Example: withhold your
attention to an event to encourage the child
to direct your attention to it.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO COMMUNICATE

The following 10 items are communicative
intents. You may provide the child opportuni-
ties to express these intents, either through
presymbolic or symbolic means.

Comments/Actions
Action
Dates

Targeted changes for this section might include how you
present the opportunity, changing the frequency of the
opportunity, or changing the communicative behavior you
are targeting to express this intent.
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The student has a means of communication
that is appropriate to his or her abilities and
that facilitates (rather than impedes) 
communication.
Answer may be based on general knowledge of child’s abilities or 
classroom practices.

1

The student has a way (gestures, symbols, or
other communicative behaviors) to communi-
cate about the specific materials, people or
actions in this activity. Example: if the student
uses gestures, materials are within sight or
reach; if the student uses symbols, she has the
necessary vocabulary.

2

When new symbols are introduced, the proce-
dure incorporates an objective means of
assessing the student's comprehension of each
new symbol.
Answer may be based on general knowledge of child’s abilities or 
classroom practices.

3

The student has an effective and appropriate
means of gaining attention in this particular
activity.

4

The student has an effective and appropriate
means of telling the teacher “finished“ in this
particular activity.
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STUDENT’S EXPRESSIVE AND RECEPTIVE
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

Comments/Actions Action
Dates


